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ADDRESS TO OUR READERS. 





At the commencemeut of a new year, it 
is customary to say a few words to those 
who favor us with their countenance; and 
it ‘is satisfactory, after a lapse of eleven 
years, to address our subscribers and friends ; 
more especially when the prospects of the 
true intellectual drama are brighter than 
they have been for a considerable period. 

Since last Christmas, we have lost several 
ornaments to the stage, and many of our 
favorites are growing old. In a few years 
more, the present generation of actors and 

laygoers will have passed away, and, save 
in the criticisms of such publications as the 
Theatrical Journal, they will leave nothing 
of the triumphs they have achieved, and the 
successes they have witnessed. 

Sach topics as these make us feel grave, 
if not sad. But it is some consolation to 
think that every innocent enjoyment, and 
every artistic achievement, have promoted 
health and good taste, if they have not done 
something to make us better and wiser. 

To our subscribers and correspondents, 
we tender our thanks for their support and 
assistance. We still hope to be worthy of 
the patronage and encouragement we have 
received. And we trust we may be able, in 
the eourse of the ensuing year, to present to 
our readers a mass of criticism, of dramatic 
essays, intelligence, poetry, &c., such as no 
other publication of a similar stamp, at so 
low a price, can surpass. 

To our friends, theatrical and otherwise, 
who take an interest ia literature of this 
description, we wish a Happy New Year,— 
and may we live to see the stage purified, 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES 





DRURY LANE. 

On Thursday last, the proprietor, Mr. 
Anderson, opened the doors:of Old Drury, 
for the season. The company is much 
stronger than last season, and consists of 
many old favorites, amongst whom are Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Lacey, Mrs. Nisbett, J, 
Cooper, Mr. and Miss Vandenhoff, the les- 
see himself, and several others of great pro- 
mise from the provinces. The play was 
the ‘ Winter’s Tale,” but from the great 
overflow in the house, scarcely a word could 
be heard uttered by the actors. The grand 
business of the evening was the pantomime, 
entitled “Humpty Dumpty, or Robbin de 
Bobbin, and the First Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don.” There are an immense quantity of 
persons engaged in the procession, dances, 
&ec., which we must refer any one to go and 
for themselves. The scenery is very elabo- 
rate and good, and must have been attended 
with an enormous expense. The dresses 
are beautiful, and no expense has been 
spared to render the pantomime worthy of 
patronage. The principal characters are 
M. Deulin, Harlequin; Mr. Bisson, Clown ; 
Mr. J. Deulin, Pantaloon; Senor Parkina, 
Sprite ; and Columbine, Madame Theodore. 
The Harlequin is a very active, clever ar- 
tist, and kept up the business of the stage 
exceedingly well, and the Columbine is b 

tar the best we have seen for vears—she is 
amazingly active, and dances with grace and 
spirit. The cleverest performance of the 
night, in its way, wasthat of Master Clarke, 
who, on a large globe, moved about all parts 
of the stage with wondrous celerity, back- 





and regenerate from error. 


wards and forwards, as he pleased, balan- 
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cing at the same time plates on swords ;! 
tossing balls, &c., in a manner that would 
puzzie any one but a conjuror to do on terra 
firma. ‘The opening requires curtailment, 
and one or two scenes of a political nature, 
weuld be better left out. With these alter- 
ations, we have no doubt the pantomime 
will become popular. 


HAYMARKET. 

The Brothers Brough have concocted 
another extravaganza for the lessee, Mr. 
Webster. It has all the wit and smartness 
for which these authors are so much famed. 
“The Second Calendar and the Queen of 
Beauty” has been most appropriately styled 
a burlesque, for it abounds throughout in 
jocular allusions, droll development of cha- 
racter, merry incidents, and laughable ad- 
ventures. The scenery and dresses are 


costly and appropriate. The part of the 
Queen of Beauty was performed by Miss 
P. Horton who went through that somewhat 
difficult character with inimitable elegance 
and grace. Buckstone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam, 
are also introduced in characters made for 
them by the authors, as they are not to be 


found in the original ; and their drolleries, 
those of the former especially, kept the 
house in roars of laughter. ‘The piece, on 
the whole, was completely successful. One 
of the authors appeared at the close in front 
of the stage, to receive the gratulations of 
the audience. 


LYCEUM. 

The new fairy extravaganza vt this house 
has met with complete success. The 
author, M. Planche, has contributed largely 
to the public amusement, for his fairy tale 
this season is far better written than any he 
has done of late. It is entitled “ King 
Charming ; or the Blue Bird of Paradise.” 
As a spectacle, it was imposing and superb 
in the highest degree. The dresses were 
rich and georgeous, the scenery was grand 
and majestic, and the whole presented a 
coup d'cil enchanting, fascinating, and be- 
witching, as was proved by the breathless 
anxiety with which the vast assenblage sat 
out fthe spectacle. We cannot find room 
for the plot, it being too long for onr colomns 
nevertheless it is highly interesting, the 
dialogue being very witty. We need scarcely 
say that Madame Vestris commanded and 
obtained that applause which her talent and 
popularity demand. Her acting and singing 








brought us back to her palmiest days. She 
looked well, and seemed well pleased with 
her house. Mr. and Mrs. F. Matthews 
were particularly happy in their acting 
which was exceedingly amusing. The ex- 
hibition of all nations was confined to the 
dances of the several nations whose banners 
were exhibited. Miss Rosina Wright, 
with a most efficient troupe, performed those 
dances, amidst loud and reiterated plaudits. 
At the fall of the curtain, Madame Vestris, 
Miss Julia St. George, and Mr. F. Matthews 
were loudly called for and had to make their 
appearance, which was _ enthusiastically 
greeted. ‘The picee is much better written 
than the celebrated ‘Island of Jewels,” 
and the last scene is indescribable for its 
grandeur and gorgeous appearauce. 


PRINCESSES. 

This theatre was crowded by a fashion- 
able audience on Thursday last. The play 
of the “ Stranger” was performed in that 
usual style of excellence that Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Kean are known to excel in. After 
which a new pantomime was produced, the 
title of which is “Alonzo the Brave and 
the Fair Imogine; or Harlequin and the 
Baron all covered with Jewels and Gold.’ 
The pantomime was ushered in by an over- 
ture, which combined the music of all 
nations. This gave the audience an oppor- 
tunity of expressing their loyalty, for when 
“God Save the Queen” was played they 
rose up, boxes, pit, and gallery, and exhi- 
bited their devotion to the throne. The 
curtain drew up on a splendid scene of the 
** Castle of Fidelity”’ The dissolving view, 
or rather the change of the same scene 
from night to day was very pleasing. 
Numerous beautiful scenes follows prior to 
the commencement of the fun, aud tricks 
innumerable. Flexmore has a standard 
reputation as Clown. In a vocal burlesque, 
entitled “ A Vocal and Terpsicherean exhi- 
bition,” he was most amusing, imitating the 
operatic pirouettes and gyrations of Carlotta 
Grisi and Perrot with capital humour. 
Cormack was Harlequin, and he, too, -is 
unrivalled in his department, his dancing 
and attitudes were the very poetry of 
motion. Miss Carlotta Le Clercq was very 
pretty and most graceful as Columbine: 
her dancing was a delightful treat. The 
Sprite, a comparatively new character in 
pantomime, was well impersonated by Mr. 
W. Wright, a promising pupil of Mr, Flex- 
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more. . The pantomime was quite success- 
ful. 
SADLER’S WELLS 
The holiday folks had a great treat here 
on Boxing night. Mr. Greenwood has 
brought out the best pantomime that has 
been produced for years. ‘The title is 
“Harlequin and the House that Jack built, 
or the Genii of the Ring and Aladdin’s 
Wonderful Lamp.” The scenery is of the 
most complicated kind, yet is worked with 
the greatest care and precision. There is a 
regular succession of the most beautiful 
scenery we have seen in any piece of this 
description. The overture was of the usual 
medley description, but the introduction of 
the Marsellaise, and other foreign tunes, 
prepared the audience for what was to fol- 
tow. The opening scene represented the 
Jack-of-all-Trades Laboratory and En- 
chanted Workshop, in which Miss Rafter 
represented Jack. This quickly changed 
to the House that Jack Built in 1851, and 
which, as our readers will have anticipated 
was the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, and 
of which a very beautiful representation 
was given. Foreigners from all nations ra- 
pidly arrive, and are received by a chorus 
—a clever parody on the popular nursery 
tale, informing them that this is the House 
that Jack built. Then we have the won- 
derful things about to be exhibited in the 
Crystal Palace, and the preparations for 
the same. The scene is followed by The 
Fairy’s Factory in Elfin Land. Recourse 
is now had to the old story of Aladdin and 
the wonderful lamp, and the first of the 
‘Wéeries tliat follow is the Exterior of King 
.‘Mustapha‘s Clothing Establishment, in 
which the Widow Ching Musiapha is in- 
t oduced, and her sou’ A!addin (C. Fenton), 
and the Princess Budroulbodour. Presently 
afterwards;-a- grand bridal (Chinese) pro- 
cession takes place ; this was perhaps the 
most effective scene in ‘the tomime. 
The dresses were very splendid, and the 
whole was exceedingly well ‘arranged. 
Abernazer the magician, (Mr. Naylor), en- 
ters, and the audience are presently intro- 
duced to Jalu Jongluck, Grand Cham of 
Tartary (Mr. Charles Stilt), and after the 
usual preliminaries, the transformation be- 
gins, the disguises of each are thrown off, 
Mr. C. Fenton appears as Harlequin, Miss 
Caroline Parkes as Columbine, Mr. Naylor 
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as Pantaluon, Mr. Charles Stilt as Clown, 
and Richard Stilt as Sprite. The fun and 
bustle of the pantomime now commences 
in real earnest, and is kept up with great 
spirit until the close. Among the subse- 
quent scenes, more especially worthy of 
notice, may be mentioned the Proposed 
Entrance to Finsbury Park, Highbury, and 
which was extremely well painted. There 
was some very clever dancing by some 
juvenile pupils of Mr. Frampton—several 
very excellent tricks and transformations, 
and a brilliant finalé to the Christmas ex- 
hibition, which was rapturously applauded. 
The pantomimists at this theatre, taken as 
awhole, are certainly the best; they are 
accustomed to work together, and all the 
knocks and thumps are done so dexterous- 
ly, that they never fail to tell with the 
audience. ‘The Columbine, Miss Parkes, 
bids fair to stand at the head of the 
profession; for one so young, she is ex- 
eeedingly clever. The pantomime was 
completely successful. 


ADELPHI, 

The new extravaganza at this theatre is 
*yclept, “La Tarautula; or, The Spider 
King,” said to be from the fairy pen of Mr, 
Albert Smith, and a young gentleman, the 
son of a venerable judge. ‘The piece is a 
burlesque of a charming ballet produced 
some time since at her Majesty’s ‘Theatre, 
and founded on the fable of the Tatantula’s 
bite, a¥wound to be healed only by the 
power of music. To detail the plot would 
be a difficulty, inasmuch as it adhered (not 
over closely) to that which it purported to 
burlesque. The Tarantula, however, * is 
known to be in the piece, the destroyer-ge- 
neral of the peace of families. The first act 
opens with a scene inthe “ Realins of Rep- 
tiles,” and we behold a goodly assemblage 
of that class of animated nature; our eye 
was, however, caught by a giant web of King 
Spiderion, suspended, in this instance, from 
flies over and above the ordinary size of our 
blue-bottle winged friends. The horizon be- 
coming clear, we are atlength transported to 
a sunny land, and the scene presents to our 
view a Calabrian village, in which we find 
Luigi, a dashing young chasseur, a mountain 
lad, and arising young man (Miss Woolgar) 
serenading his lady love, Loretta (Madame 
Celeste), a spinster, who makes the most of 





her opportunities for dancing, and who r 
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ciprocates the tender passion. There is now 
a chase given to a brace of contrabandists, 
Sanquiero (Mr. G. Honey,) and his second 
fiddle (Mr. Bedford, the immortal Paul), 
who is, for the nonce, called Boskigetti. 
These gentlemen are, of course, captured, 
but not before they had taken prisoner the 
fair Chlorinda (Miss Kathleen Fitzwilliam, ) 
the mourning consort of a Spanish husband, 
This little scene ends, and we have « daring 
achievement of Mephistopheles, who sets 
the spirits of the village in a blaze, which is 
most timely allayed by the arrival of Sanita, 
the Genius of General [Tarmony, who, by a 
whisk of her magic brush, banishes this evil 
man to regions deep. ‘The other characters 
are obligid to shoot the moon, as heir-c- 
noughts, their property having been 
destroyed by the machinations of the con- 
demnedone. The extravaganza now termi- 
nates in a beautiful scene of a magic lake, 
from which slowly ascends a trio of balloons, 
containing the principal characters; and 
suspended to the cars are the figures of 
aerial creatures, the whole producing a mag- 
nificent effect. The entertainment was 
loudly applauded, and will, there can be 
little doubt, have a prosperous run. 


SURREY. 

On Boxing Night the new pantomime of 
this house caused a bumper, for at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, the doors were be- 
sieged by hundreds waiting for fidmission. 
The name of the pantomime is ** The Merry 
Wives of Windsor; or, Harlequin and 
Sir John Falstaff, and the Demon Hunter 
of the Enchanted Dell,” andisthe production 
of Messrs. Courteney and Frost, arranged 
under the immediate direction of Mr. Shep- 
herd. It is, as may be deduced from its 
title, a burlesque of a play by the popular 
author of ‘* Hamlet,” ‘‘ Macbeth,” &c. 
Were we to detail the particulars of the 
harlequinade we should detract from the 
pleasure our readers will have in visiting 
the theatre. The Clown, Harlequin, Colum- 
bine, and Pantaloon were excellent; and 
truly marvellous were the evolutions of 
Herr Deani, more like an Indian rubber 
figure than any man we ever saw. After all 
the changes had been effected in due course 
the last scene presented itself to the enrap- 
tured gaze of the audience, as a magnificent 
tableau, representing “'The Queen and 
Prince Albert on the throne.” Altogether 





the pantomime is worthy of the most exten- 
ded patronage, and cannot fail to prove a 
great success, 

ASTLEY’S, 

The entertainments at this popular place 
of amusement commenced on Boxing night 
with Sir Walter Scott’s dramatic spectacle 
entitled ‘* Kenilworth ; or, The Golden 
Days of England’s Klizabeth,’ which was 
enacted throughout with great energy and 
spirit. But as a matter of course, the great 
attraction of the evening was the pantomime, 
which was entitled ‘* Harlequin and O’Do- 
noghue ; or, The White Horse of Killarney.” 
The opening is written by the author of 
“ Bluff King Hal. There are some exceed- 
ingly clever changes and hits in allusion to 
the present times, and in the eleventh scene 
there was a representation of Barclay’s 
brewery, with the attack on General Haynau, 
which afforded enjoyment to the audience. 
Mrs. Harvey was a graceful and agile Co- 
lumbine, and Mr. Harvey a most effective 
Harlequin. Mr. Henderson as Clown, and 
Mr. Rivolta as Pantaloon, went through 
their work satisfactorily. The scenery was 
in many instances exceedingly good, “The 
Lakes of Killarney” especially so. Great 
praise is due to Mr. Thompson, the mana- 
ager, for the manner in which the panto- 
mime is got up. The house was crowded 
to excess. 











MARYLEBONE. 


On Thursday, after the tragedy of 
** George Barnwell” had been gone through 
in something like dumb show—for, not- 
withstanding that the cast included Mr. 
Dickinson, Mr. Grant, Mr. J. Herbert, Mr. 
J. W. Simpson, Miss Isabel Simpson, and 
Mrs. H. Vining, allof whom exerted them- 
selves in a most praiseworthy manner, it 
was impossible to hear one word that was 
spoken—-+the curtain drew up upon the new 
pantomime of “Harlequia Alfred the Great ; 
or, The Magic Banjo and the Mystic 
Raven.” The piece commences with a 
representation of the “ Play-ground of Des- 
pair,’ where the Demon Despair is seen 
rejoicing at the state at which persons arrive 
who indulge in the blue devils, and exhibits 
four tableaux of the stages of despair. The 
first, “‘ The Betrayed Maiden ;” the second, 
* The Poor Needlewoman;” the third, 
‘** The Gambler,’’ and last, “*‘ The Manager 
at Christmas time despairing that he has 
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not apantomime.” This increases Despair’s 


joy, when Hope appears and visits the last 
of the four tableaux, and tells him “ There’s 
a good time coming,”’ for the shade of Joey 
Grimaldi hangs over their head, and a pan- 
tomime is recommended, and so the fun 
begins ; and the rejuvenescence of all the 
dramatis persone in the brilliant shapes of 
Harlequin, Columbine, Clown, and the Pan- 
taloon, after a grand demonstration of a 
glorious British fleet (in pasteboard) and a 
vigorous drumming of cannons. Madle. 
Louise Blanche was the Columbine, and she 
lanced through the part in a lively, easy, 

‘Lcheerful style. Mr. Moreland, as Har- 

in, was active and sprightly. Mr. Lloyd 

» the Pantaloon, while Mr. Tom Mat- 

ews, who is decidedly the best clown of 

1e day, and a |\umourist of no mean order— 
layed the Clown on this occasion, and 
vitk '‘s aceustomed ability. The fun of 
the pantomime then commences with lusty 
jollity, and continues with great bustle and 
briskness to the end. The cardinal, the 
hippopotamus, and the other notabilities of 
the day, from the national exhibition to the 
Thames water, come in for their share of 
aricature. ‘The Clown’s Dancing School” 
nd ** The Double bedded Dormitory,” with 
y-away nightcaps, vanishing chairs, and 
edsteads that change into bakers’ ovens, 
) the sad discomfort of their inmates, were 
mongst the best practical scenes; nor 
hould a comic polka, between Mr. Tom 
latthews and Madle. Louise Blanche be 
assed over for the exceeding neatness and 
aivete with which it was executed by the 
dy. Upon the whole, the pantomime was 
ory successful. The sconery throughout 
@S exceedingly good, and the piece was 
1ounted in a very effective manner, and is 
ell worthy of notice. 
CITY. 

After the performance of the celebrated 
irama of “‘ Phoebe Hessel,’’ the new Christ- 
mas pantomime, entitled “ Sugar and Spice 
and all Things Nice,” was produced with 
immense success. We had prepared asome- 
vhat lengthened notice of this highly amus- 

g production, but the press of matter for 

is week prevents our being able to insert 

. We will therefore endeavour to do more 
istice in our next number to this truly 
ipital pantomime, and in the meantime 
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‘¢ Sugar and Spice” is the witty pr 
of Richard Thorne, Esq., that it is a 
ably placed upon the stage by Mr. Fred- 
erick Neale—that the scenery alone would 
well repay a visit to the theatre—that the 
pantomime artistes are graceful, agile, and 
clever, and that this popular establishment 
is nightly filled to the very ceiling with the 
votaries ot fun. 


STANDARD. 


The pantomime at this highly popular 
place of amusement is entitled “ Harlequin 

Buttercups and Daisies,” and is the pro- 

duction of the well known and worthy lessee 

Mr. John Douglass, and has been excel- 

lently arranged and produced, under the 

direction of Mr. R. Honner. The opening 
which is written with great point and spirit 
contains many clever allusions to the current 
events of the day, and the harlequinade 
which follows is also brimful of wit and 
smart hits upon popular — The sce- 
nery may be fairly described as being really 
splendid, and the actors are decidedly sone 
of the best in the metropolis—Mr. Buck the 
clown deserving particular mention. <A 
large troop of very clever little children add 
greatly to the amusement created by this 
brilliant and entertaining pantomime. ‘The 
house has been crammed nightly. 


PAVILION, 


On Boxing night after the piece of “ Gi- 
ralda” which continues to afford much sa- 
tisfaction, a very entertaining pantomime 
was produced, yclept, “ Knife, Fork, and 
Spoon,” which owes its origin to the teem- 
ing penof Mr. Nelson Lee. To give a 
description of the plot would be a matter of 
much difficulty, but we may venture to 
affirm that a personal visit to unravel its 
mysteries could not fail to please and amuse. 
No expence appears to have been spared in 
its production, and the motley hero and his 
companions,—not forgetting a very graceful 
Columbine—nightly earn continued shouts 
of applause. On the evening we visited the 
theatre, it was literally crowded, and we were 
assured that such was the case every night. 
It would be unjust not to notice the polite 
attention displayed to the visitors of this 
theatre, b Mr. Dore, the gentlemanly box- 





vust content ourselves by remarking that ; eager to accommodate everybody. 


keeper, who appears not only willing, but 
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BRITANNIA SALOON. 
This theatre was re-opened on Boxin 


Night. The pantom‘me is called “ Big- | 


Bodied Bill, Big Belzebub’s Boy.” The 
opening scenery is gorgeous,and the dresses, 
decorations, and transformations, are truly 
excellent. In the after part, the fun goes 
on with unflagging interest, to the end, 
when we are presented with the last scene 
which is on a scale of great splendour. 








CORRESPONDENCE 








Time.— Thirty-three of a similar kind ot our pub- 
lication have been brought out in eleven years. 

P. P.—Mr, Farren has two sons—Henry and 
William. 

W. H.—Mr. Brooke is a married Man, 

AN ADMIRER OF THE DRraMa.—Your scheme is 
quite impracticable, we have endeavoured to put 
in practice before, 

Notick.—We are requested by W. Wircox to state 
that he presented the plate to Mr, Montgomery, 
(noticed in our last) and nota Mr, Wilkins, as we 
mis-named it, 











Be, 
THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 
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THE LATE JOHN WATKINS, 

His Orrnrons, Works, anp Cuaracter. 
(Continued from page 513, vol. 11.) 
“ Runnymede” contains many. passages 

levelled at priestcraft and popery, Watkins 

was “a good hater,” and in that respect 
would have satisfied Dr. Johnson, His de- 
testation of the trickery of priests, was 
intense, and sometimes perhaps led him to 
oppose the popular theology more than is 
wise, or indeed necessary. For after all the 
vulgar dogmas which were odious to Watkins, 
contain those everlasting truths we all adore. 
<The} letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life;’’ and it has been necessary that the 
superstitions of Rome should be received 
till the world is prepared for that higher and 
more universal creed which popery merely 
symbolises. As aspecimen of anti-popish 


King John speaks as follows :-— 

8 P 

“Hark you, lord legate! The pope mistakes his 
man, 

If he thinks me a superstitious fool 

Awed by a reverend bit of wood or stone, 

Such baits Rome’s fishermen may angle with 

In France successfully, but not in England, 

Faith hath not vet so far o’creome our reason, 

G've Innocent to know we know hiir, —tell him 

We've seen t)e pride hypocrisy would cloke, 

The wealth, affeeted poverty heaps up; 

Ambition that to beggars’ feet bends low,— 

But with the mine of Atlas to upbear 

The world—” 

The foregoing speech is obviously an 
imitation of Shakspere. The influcuce of 
that great poct’s genius is appareut im the 
entire tragedy; and it was ratuer wiabition 
in Watkins to take the seme ground a 
glorious Will, Ifowever, immeasurably in 


ferior as Watkins is to Suakspere, “ oony- 
mede” is well constructed ain! equally sns- 
tained throughout, has so much vigor and 


original talent that we should n°* ‘egret 
that Watkins should have chosen the sub- 
ject, as it does not argue presumption so 
much as noble emulation—the stimulus to 
all high exertion. But were we asked by 
an aspirant for dramatic renown, whether, 
in the selection of a subject it is judicious 
to eschew one that invites comparative 
criticism with a great poct, we could not 
hesitate in our reply. 

There is another speech in John’s mouth, 
similar to one in Shakspere :— 

“? Tis out at last—the pope is King of England, 
Why comes he not to muke this throne his seat ? 
What if we went to Rome and spoke him thus,— 
Appoint, annul as pleases us, or else— 

TLow would he treat our bold officiousness ? 

As I'll treat his, for by God’s teeth I swear 

If e’er this Langton come archbishop here, 

To tithe or toll in our indignant realan 

I'll have his head,—”. est 
The unconscious plagiarisms in ‘which 
many dramatic pocts induige, (Shakspere 
himself has done it) may be owing in some 
measure to the peculiar nature of the drama, 
And here we come to a question—viz. whe- 
ther it is wise to imitate the dress as well as 
the spirit of the Elizabethan drama. Next 
week we shall have something to add on 
this subject—a very important one. 


(Zo be continued). 


OBITUARY, 
Mr. Ossatpiston. , 








writing, we select a passage from the second | 
scene of the drama. 





It is with deep regret we have to announce 
the unexpected death of, this gentleman 








which occurred shortly after one o’clock on 
the morning of Sunday last, at his resi- 
dence, Acre Lane, Brixton. Mr. Osbaldis- 
tun had been unwell for several days; but 
nothing of a serious character was appre- 
hended until a few hours previous to his 
decease. 

David Webster Osbaldiston was born at 
Manchester in February, 1797: his father 
was an eminent merchant of that town. Mr. 
Osbaldiston, early in life, beeame a member 
of the histrionie corps. His first appear- 
ance in public was in Manly’s circuit, (we 
think at Derby or Nottingham). From 
thence he went to Exeter, Plymouth, and 
Norwich: at the latter place he became a 
distinguished favorite. Hir first appearance 
iv London was at the Haymarket. Early 
in 182s, he was engaged by Mr. Elliston 
as stage-manager and leading tragedian at 
the Surrey theatre, of which establishment 
he subsequently became lessee, and remained 
so until he relinquished that speculation to 
become manager of the Theatre Royal, Co- 
vent Garden. THe afterwards took Sadler’s 
Wells, the City of London, the Surrey again 
and the Victoria,—of the latter well- 
known place of amusement he has been sole 
lessee and manager for upwards of nine 

ears. 

Mr. Osbaldiston was one of the many 
Actors whose talents have been underrated. 
He was always correct—frequently forcible, 
in tragedy; and in comedy, versatile and 
agreeable, 

In private life, he was much esteemed, 
his habits and manners being invariably 
those of a well-bred gentleman. The first 
character sustained by this gentleman un 
the London boards was Rolamo, in the 
opera of Clari; the last was Don Silvio, in 
Egerton Wilks’s drama of the Black Do- 
mino. His loss will be much regretted by 
@ numerous circle of friends. ~ 


NationaL Hatt, Hotsorn.—Mr. W. 
West gave an entertainment here on Mon- 
day, entitled A Night with Everybody. 
This gentleman, in this style of entertain- 
ment, stands alone, for although we have 
had many attempts by various individuals 
since the palmy days of the late celebrated 
Charles Mathews, we have not had any one 
who approaches so near to him as Mr. W. 
West. We have not space to mention the 
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many and various characters this artist in- 
troduced in his entertainment, but we cannot 
refrfin from naming the Old Lady at 
Gravesend, a widow who lets lodginzs to the 
dear gentlemen from Town. The mode of 
dress was very characteristic, and the dia- 
logue witty and amusiug, while the manner 
of delivering it was in excellent keeping, 
and caused immense laughter. The Com- 
plaints of an Errand Boy, who is soliloquis- 
ing while cleaning his master’s boots, was 
truly excellent. Mr. West has a great ad- 
vantage in being good, either in comic or 
sentimental songs. He is alsoa fine pianist, 
and handles the instrument admirably. Miss 
Vaughan added considerably to the even- 
irg’s entertainment. She has a pure so- 
prano voice, and she knows how to use it, 
being a good musician. The whole went 
off very spiritedly to a very respectable 
audience. 








PROVINCIAL. 





Mancurster, THeatre Royat.—The mi- 
raculous Baron Munchausen has been selected for 
the pantomime; the prodigious chevalier being 
capitally hit off by Mr. Payne. The scenery, il- 
lusions, and transformations this season supersede 
all previous efforts of the artists, in point of mag- 
nificence, originality, and expedition, Anything 
we could indite on its behalf, would not realise a 
tittle of its merit; therefore we would earnestly 
entreat one and all, to partake of the unspeakable 
delight that will be experienced from a visit, or a 
series. The pegye ys _— are “the” Harle- 

in and Clown of the day. 

—— Tazatan.—This establishment re- 
sumed business for the season, on the 21st with 
the “ Wonder,” and the new pantomime of Har- 
lequin Genius, Messrs. Dillon and Egan, with 
Mrs, Dillon, were very acceptable in their parts, 
and created general approval, The pantomime 
imparts a good moral, and is brought out in such 
a sumptuous manner, that theskill andin; enuitylof 
the numerous artists, travels in prominent relief 
“from the abode of Discord, to the grand alle ;ori- 
cal tableau of arts and sciences.” The local and 
expansive scenery is first rate, and with the well- 
known abilities of Paul Herring, and Griffiths, the 
tricks, transformations, and the ambling of Co- 
lumbine and the Harlequins, we can candidly 
commend one and all to witness it. se 

Lorp Curer Baron NicHotson. - This ‘pri- 
meval gentleman, in connection with his learned 
counsel, and talented witnesses, investigated the 
moral racrits of that blood-stained abortion of hu- 
manity, Haynau; the tender-hearted brewers and 
porters, on Thursday evening, at the Queens. The 
subject was ably and ingeniously discussed ; and is 
the best caricature of a court of justice we ever 
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witnessed,—having had, unfortunately for our 
exchequer and peace of mind, too much proof of 
the “ equity” of law, and the “honesty” of its 
advooates, The fhouse was overflowing, and the 
audience highly delighted. 

CotossEuM.—The splendid and truly brilliant 
style in which “Aladdin” has been produced, 
will amply repay a series of visits, and vie in 
comparison with other attractions our town can 
boast of; the company being also very clever. 

PeNMANsuIP.—We take much pleasure in in- 
viting the attention of our theatrical friends, 
readers, and the public in genera) of Manchester, 
to Mr. Wm, Hall’s unrivalled American principle 
of imparting a perfect knowledge of writing. 
Unlike the clique of itinerant professing scribblers, 
he will be found ready at a moment’s notice, to 
give practical proof of his pretensions to the 
most fastidious. His writing rooms, are at ‘11, 
Gray St. Oxford Road, 


Gioucester.—Mr, Henry Betty is engaged fora 
limited period at this theatre. He is to commence 
on Monday, January 13th, in ‘* Macbeth,” and 
on the following evening he is to represent * King 
John,” We hepe the actor who is to personate the 
Pope’s legate, will not take in dudgeon any mani- 
festation of popular opinion that may greet his ap- 
pearance upon the stage, but bear it as good hu- 
muoredlyas Mr. Rogers did at the Haymarket thea- 
tre, for it must be regarded asa political demonstra- 
tion, not apersonal dislike. Mr. Betty isa great 
favorite here, and the manager has acted judiciously 

in securing his services. 








~ 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER ‘BOX 





Tur Locxwoop Fami.y.— After a lengthened 
tour in Ireland, Scotland, and the north of England, 
these clever little harpists have returned to London. 

MapameE THILLON anp Mr. Hupson.— The 
new entertainment of these two talented artists 
continues to attract large audiences wherever they 
appear. We understand it is to be repeated in 
London the end of the ensuing month, 

Mr, Bunn, who has already given his literary 
and dramatic entertainment 117 times, is about to 
proceed with it through the midland counties. 

JuLLien has departed with his “ band of chosen 
men.” ‘The French drummers, with there unmatch- 
able major, also accompanies him, and the‘r is 
little doubt of their making some noise in the pro- 
vinees. They are now at Sanchester. 

Ma. Batre and Mr. Bunn are on the eve of 
of completing a grand opera, in three acts. 

{usarp, whom many of our contemporaries put 
to death some time since, is announced to conduct 
at some of the forthcoming bal masques at Paris. 

Mitan,—The manager of the Imperial Theatres 
has entered into a new engagement with the talented 
English vocalist, formerly so popular here, Miss 
Catherine Hayes, who is to make her appearance in 
the summer season. 

A Muvtrrupe or Musictans.—A foreign jour- 
nal gives a list of nearly fifty first-rate musicians 





intention of visiting this country during the Grand 
Exhibition of 1851. 

TritsteE —At the Teatro Grande, Verdi's last 
new opera, entitled Stiffelio, has been withdrawn 
in consequence of its ill-success. 

Maprin.—The new Theatre Real continues to 
be an object of great att.action to our beau monde, 
and this is not to be wondered at when we consider 
what a fine vocal corps we possess at the present 
moment, equal to that of any opera in Europe. 
Ronconi had been very well received on his re~ 
appearance, 

Mr. Manders the popular comedian has seceded 
from the Queen’s theatre, and has been succeeded 
by a Mr. Fitzwilliams, from the Bower Saloon. 

Mr. John Herbert has left the Marylebone, Mr. 
Manders has been engaged in his place. 

The new farce announced at Astley’s Amphithe- 
atre, is written by James Barber, Esq. 

It is now stated positively that Mr. Macready’s 
last part will be “ Cardinal Richelieu.” 

Mr. Blanchard, the popular pantomimist, sus- 
tainsthe clown in che pantomime of “ Queen Mab,” 
at the Birmingham Theatre, and has made quite 
a “ hit.’”’ 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALLROOM, the most spacious 
and the best ventilated in London, open every 
evening. The band, composed of leading members 
of the musical profession, will perform a fantasia, 
by Marliani, Labitzsky’s Quadrille of all Nations, 
and Californian Galop, and the most popular dance 
music. Musical director, Mr. W. M. Packer. The 
cigar divan and galleries open as usual. Open at 
half-past seven, close at twelve. Admission Is. 





THE MAGNIFICENT FULL-LENGTH 
PORTRAITS of her Majesty, painted, with per- 
mission, by Sir George Hayter; of his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert, by Patten ; of George IV., 
by Sir Thomas Lawrence, are now added to the 
new Hall of Kings, at Madame TUSSAUD and 
SONS’ Bazaar, Baker street.—Admission ls. ; new 
Napoleon Rooms and Chamber of Horrors, 6d. 
extra.—Open from eleven till dusk, and from seven 
till ten, 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months s.ecce.eseeese One Shilling. 
Six Months......ceeeseseeeee Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months..... ecesessee Four Shillings, 


Published every Thursday Afternoon at Four o’clock 


to be had of Vickers, Holywell Street; Mitchell, 39, Holy- 
well Street; H. Beal, Shoe Lane; J. Allen, Warwick 
Lane ; Harris, Blackfriars Road; Scales, 195, Shoreditch 
and all Booksellers and Newsvenders. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate ; Birmingham 
W. Pratt, 82, Digbeth. To be had by ordhr in any of 
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and composers who, it is said, have expressed their 


Goosge J. Funes, Printow, 113, Ficet Street. 


for the Proprietor, by 8 Y. Collins, 113, Fleet Street, || 
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